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* Call to Action
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n ers recognized by a kupuna

council conve IS exemption does not
effectively protect Ne g practitioners.

* Attorney General’s Opinion (2024) - individuals who engage in “midwifery” practices without a
license are subject to fines and criminal penalties. In effect, the current law subjects family
members and birth professionals (i.e. traditional midwives, doulas, lactations consultants, and

/cultural practitioners) to criminalization.
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>tate from enforcing civil
alties against individuals who

, teach and learn pale keiki ho‘ohanau,
and hanau practices — meaning Native Hawaﬁ;an
healing practices of prenatal, maternal and child
care.”
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* Allows licensed midwives to practice
to the full scope of their certification,
education and training
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g statute)

Not Criminalize family and other Birth O
Professionals (i.e. doulas, lactation
consultants, childbirth educators, etc.)

Lahaina fire relief, 2023
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H.B. 1328 RELATING TO MIDWIVES (SUPPORT)

COMMITTEES: HLT/CPC, FIN

COCHRAN JUSSEY. IWAMOTO.
KAHALOA. KAPELA. KONG, MATSUMOTO. PERRUSO.
PIERICK. POEPOE. REYES ODA. SOUZA
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https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1328&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1328&year=2025

H.B. 1194 RELATING TO MIDWIVES (OPPOSE)

FIN (then cross over to Senate)

Summary: Cope of practice,
and no 5 and cultural practices,
extended family | doulas, lactation consultants, etc.).
Awaiting review of statutory language exempting Native Hawaiian traditional |
and customary healing and birthing practices.
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https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1194&year=2025
https://www.capitol.hawaii.gov/session/measure_indiv.aspx?billtype=HB&billnumber=1194&year=2025




y”’ in the
>ommon in
ally in rural

bited traditional birth
set (expired), making it once
jal for traditional practitioners,
ended family, church/spiritual midwives and
others to attend births.

* During the period of legality from 1998 to 2019,
a cultural renaissance in Kanaka Maoli birth
work took place.




CALL TO ACTION!
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